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the United States or any State in which such 
corporation is to operate, for the management 
of its property and the regulation of its af-
fairs, including the establishment and mainte-
nance of local and State conferences on citi-
zenship; 

(5) to contract and be contracted with; 
(6) to take and hold by lease, gift, purchase, 

grant, devise, or bequest any property, real or 
personal, necessary for attaining the objects 
and accomplishing the purposes of the cor-
poration, subject to applicable provisions of 
law of any State (a) governing the amount or 
kind of real and personal property which may 
be held by, or (b) otherwise limiting or con-
trolling the ownership of real and personal 
property by a corporation operating in such 
State; 

(7) to transfer and convey real or personal 
property; 

(8) to borrow money for the purposes of the 
corporation, issue bonds therefor, and secure 
the same by mortgage, subject to all applica-
ble provisions of Federal or State law; 

(9) to use the corporate funds to give prizes, 
or awards, to citizens for outstanding con-
tributions toward the achievement of the pur-
poses of the corporation; 

(10) to publish a magazine or other publica-
tion consistent with its corporate purposes; 

(11) to use and display such emblems and 
badges as it may adopt; and 

(12) to do any and all acts and things nec-
essary and proper to carry out the objects and 
purposes of the corporation. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 427, § 4, 67 Stat. 562.) 

§ 435. Headquarters and principal office; terri-
torial scope of activities; agent for service of 
process 

(a) The headquarters and principal offices of 
the corporation shall be located in the District 
of Columbia, or in the States of Maryland or 
Virginia, but the activities of the corporation 
shall not be confined to these places but may be 
conducted throughout the various States, Terri-
tories, and possessions of the United States. 

(b) The corporation shall maintain at all times 
in the District of Columbia a designated agent 
authorized to accept service of process for the 
corporation, such designation to be filed in the 
office of the clerk of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia. Notice to or 
service upon such agent, or mailed to the busi-
ness address of such agent, shall be deemed suf-
ficient notice or service upon the corporation. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 427, § 5, 67 Stat. 563.) 

§ 436. Membership; voting rights 

Membership in the corporation shall be con-
fined to agencies and organizations and the 
rights and privileges of membership shall, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this chapter, be 
prescribed by the bylaws of the corporation. In 
the conduct of the business of the annual na-
tional conference on citizenship each agency or 
organization sending delegates to, and partici-
pating in such conference shall have one vote. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 427, § 6, 67 Stat. 563.) 

§ 437. National officers 

(a) The national officers shall be a president, 
who shall serve as chairman of the board of di-
rectors and of the executive committee, a first 
vice president, a second vice president, a third 
vice president, a secretary, and a treasurer, to 
be selected from the officers and members of the 
member agencies or organizations participating 
in the conference. 

(b) For the purposes of initiating the corpora-
tion, the national officers shall be elected with-
in ten days of August 13, 1953, by the persons 
named in section 431 of this title, to serve until 
the final session of the next following annual 
conference. Thereafter, the national officers of 
the corporation shall be elected biennially by a 
majority vote of the agencies and organizations 
sending delegates to, and participating in the 
annual conference, one vote to each such agency 
and to each such organization. 

(Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 427, § 7, 67 Stat. 563.) 

§ 438. Board of Directors 

(a) Composition 

From August 13, 1953, until the final session of 
the next following annual conference, the gov-
erning body of the corporation, which shall exer-
cise the powers herein granted to the corpora-
tion, shall be the persons named in section 431 of 
this title and such additional persons as shall be 
named by them. Thereafter, the governing body 
of the corporation shall be a board of directors 
consisting of such number (not less than ten in-
cluding ex officio members) as the bylaws may 
prescribe. The Board of Directors shall be se-
lected from the officers or members of the mem-
ber agencies or organizations participating in 
the conference. 

(b) Election 

The members of the board of directors shall be 
elected for such term as the bylaws shall pre-
scribe by a majority vote of the agencies and or-
ganizations sending delegates to, and participat-
ing in the annual conference, one vote to each 
such agency and to each such organization. 

(c) Meetings 

The board shall meet at least once each year 
at such time and place as may be prescribed by 
the bylaws. The annual report of the board shall 
be presented at such meeting. Special meetings 
of the board may be called as prescribed by the 
bylaws. 

(d) Executive committee 

The board shall designate three of its own 
members, who together with the president and 
the three vice presidents shall constitute the ex-
ecutive committee which, when the board is not 
in session, shall have and exercise the powers of 
the board subject to its direction and have the 
power to authorize the seal of the corporation to 
be affixed to all papers which may require it. 

(e) Executive director; professional staff mem-
bers 

An executive director for the corporation shall 
be selected by the executive committee in keep-
ing with qualifications and terms of employ-
ment adopted by such committee. Other profes-


